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This educational book was created in cooperation with Children's Television Workshop, 
producers of SESAME STREET. Children do not have to watch the television show to benefit 
from this book. Workshop revenues from this book will be used to help support CTW 
educational projects. 
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A Parents’ Guide to I CAN COUNT 

Understanding numbers is one of the most basic elements of a 
preschool education. Many children readily learn to recite the 
numbers trom 1 to 10. It takes time, however, for them to understand 
that numbers are symbols for groups of objects: that counting is 
finding out “how many.” 

Once children can count the number of objects in a group, they can 
begin to recognize pre-math concepts such as “more/less” and 
“all/none” These concepts are the foundations for learning addition 
and subtraction. 

In “Grover’s Day at the Beach,” children learn to recognize the 
numbers 1 to 12 and associate them with the concept of “how many.” 
Along with Grover, children can count everything from old shoes to 
sea gulls to seashells. 

“More/Less” and “All/None” are activities that demonstrate basic 
pre-math concepts. “Measure for Measure” introduces rulers, scales 
and other tools used to measure such things as height and weight. 

In “Big Bird Brings Spring to Sesame Street,” Big Bird introduces 
subtraction as he gives each of his friends a flower from his bouquet 
to brighten up a snowy day. 

Once your children begin to feel comfortable with numbers, they 
are on their way to gaining the confidence they will need for 
beginning school. 

The Editors 
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Grover’s Day at the Beach 

A Counting Story 


One day Grover Monster went to the beach with his friends. They 
started to build a sand castle. Grover went down to the water’s edge 
with his pail. 









Grover spotted something blue 
and shiny in the wet sand. 

“Oh, my goodness!” he said. 
“What have we here?” 

He picked up an old bottle 
with a cork in the top. Then he 
noticed that there was something 
inside it. 

“Hey, everybodee!” called 
Grover. “Look what I found!” 


Grover’s friends ran over to see. 

“There’s a message in the bottle, Grover!” said Betty Lou. “What does 
it say?” 

Grover tugged and tugged on the cork. Finally it popped out of the 
bottle, and Grover pulled out a piece of paper. 

“Today you will count to twelve,” Grover read. “Oh, my goodness! 

All the way up to twelve! I wonder what to count first.” 

“You can start with the bottle,” said Betty Lou. 

“Right!” cried Grover. “One wonderful bottle!” 













Two inflatable sea horses bobbed 
in the water by the shore. 

“Ernie and Bert must have parked their sea 
horses here until they are ready to go paddling,” said 
Grover. “Meanwhile, I will count them! 

“Two cute and adorable inflatable sea horses! 

“Oh, dear,” said Grover. “What shall I count now?” 

“How about the waves, Grover?” asked the Count. “I love to count waves!’ 
“That is it, Count!” cried Grover. “I see three wonderful waves!” 
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It was a very busy day at the beach, and a very sunny one, too. 

“I know!” said Grover. ‘‘I will count the colorful beach umbrellas. 
I see four. Four beach umbrellas.” 

Grover clumped on down the beach. 

“Hey! I caught something!” 

Oscar yelled from the pier. 

“And what a great catch!” 

“What is it, Oscar?” called 
Grover. Then he saw. 

“Oh, well. I guess I can 
count five old shoes. 
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“Oh, dear,” said Grover. “Whatever will I count now? 

“I have it, Grover!” said the Count. “Sailboats! I love to count sailboats.” 
Grover looked out to sea. He spied six sailboats with white sails. 

- “Six beautiful sailboats!” he counted happily. 
































suggested the Count. “I love to 
count sea gulls.” 

High above their heads eight 
graceful sea gulls swooped and 
soared. 

“Of course!” cried Grover. “Sea 
gulls. I will count them. Eight 
elegant sea gulls. 


On the way back to the unfinished sand castle, Grover looked up. 
“Oh, look!” he cried. “Somebody is flying kites for me to count. 
“Seven glorious kites. 

“Pant, pant!” said Grover when he got back to the sand castle. 
“Counting is very hard work! What will I count next?” 

“How about sea gulls?” 
















“We have important work to do besides 
counting,” said Grover. “We must finish 
building the sand castle.” 

Cookie Monster happened by. He was 
eating a Popsicle. 

“SLURP!” said Cookie. He ate up his 
Popsicle. Then he gave the stick to 
Grover, along with the other sticks in 
his fist. 


“Oh, thank you, Cookie Monster! 
said Grover. “I will make a 
Popsicle-stick fence for my sand 
castle. 

“Nine Popsicle sticks.” 
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Bert wanted to help, too. 

“Here, Grover,” he said. 

“These Figgy Fizz bottle 
caps are the finest from my 
collection. Would you like 
to use them? They would 
be keen on the sand 
castle!” 

Grover and Bert carefully 
placed the bottle caps as windows 
all around the sand castle. 

“Ten Figgy Fizz bottle caps!” 
Grover counted. “Terrific!” 



“I found these shells on the 
beach, Grover,” said Ernie. “Do 
you want them for the sand 
castle?” 

“I am so lucky to have such 
thoughtful friends!” cried 
Grover. They put the seashells 
on the sand castle, one by one. 

“Hmm...” said the Count. “I 
love to count seashells.” 

“Eleven super seashells!” said 









“Oh, my goodness!” said Grover. “The message in 
the bottle said that I would count up to twelve today. 

I have only counted to eleven. What am I going to do? 
Maybe my friends will help me.” 

“Friends!” cried the Count. “I love to count friends.” 
“That is it!” said Grover. “I will count my friends. One, 
two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven 
friends...and me! That makes twelve wonderful friends. 
Terrific!” 

















The Count 
Counts 


one castle 
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seven black cats 
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nine spider webs 


ten toy ships 


eleven clocks 
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fourteen bowls of soup 


fifteen books 
.0) sixteen candles 
seventeen balloons 



Q) eighteen silver forks 
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nineteen spiders 









twenty bats jt&^k 















































SOME MORE 


More 

Cookie Monster has more cookies. 


Who has more jelly sandwiches? 






































The Count’s Poe] 


I 



'Greetings!iQmtne Count. 
0 oyou Know why they call 
tTie'tioe Count ? Because 
i love to count things. 
And today I aw counting 


some of my favorite 
things around the castle 
Will you join we?r 


m f Nlow I have ONE 
IM candlesticKto light 
/' \ our way. 


Counting can be lots of fun 
When you start with number. 


Next, the number that is due 
Is the lovely number. . . 

















































D on’t you love mj 
TWO beautrfu) 
Countmob/Jes?.^ 


You are counting splendidly 
If you count the number. . . 


hh-'nd!Nothing but 
monster wcvies 
on My THREE 
television sets. 
Wonderful/// ^ 


Don’t stop now, but count some more! 
Add a great big number. . . 





































































































Now a hint: It’s not eleven. 
What comes next is number. . . 


Finished counting? Fiddlesticks! 
Not if we count number. . . 
























































Very good! But don’t be late. 
Look below for number. . . 


sa/ENj Comiburgexs! 
> My -favorite food. 


I love flying my 
EIGHT Kites... 
except in a 
strong wind/ * 
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OUCHj M toom 
ouches to count 


We’re nearly done! You’re doing fine! 
Tbgether now — the number. . . 


Ah, my NINE, 
wonderful bats 
lOoaKe me 
feel better: 


And now our counting’s ended when 
We conclude with number. . . 











































Count with the Count 


How many lightning bolts do you see? 

Point to the correct number on the banner. 


How many pianos do you see? 


How many kittens? 





How many portraits? 


How many bats? 





































































The Three Monsters 



Once upon a time there were three 
monsters — a Great Big Monster, 
a Middle-Sized Monster, 
and a Wee Little Monster. 



One day they went to the beach. Each monster 
took a pail and shovel. The Great Big Monster took 
a great big pail and shovel. The Middle-Sized 
Monster took a middle-sized pail and shovel. And 
the Wee Little Monster took a wee little pail and 
shovel. 


Which pail and shovel belong to each monster? 




When they arrived at the beach, each monster 
built a sand castle. The Great Big Monster built a 
great big sand castle. The Middle-Sized Monster 
built a middle-sized sand castle. And the Wee Little 
Monster built a wee little sand castle. 

Which sand castle was built by each monster? 



Then each monster sat down in a beach chair. 
The Great Big Monster sat down in a great big 
beach chair. The Middle-Sized Monster sat down in 
a middle-sized beach chair. And the Wee Little 















Then the three monsters went for a swim. While 
they were gone, Betty Lou came to deliver 
sandwiches from the sandwich store. 

"Oh, dear," she said. "I have a great big salami 
sandwich and a middle-sized bologna sandwich 
and a wee little pastrami sandwich, and I don't 
know whom to deliver them to." 

Just then the three monsters came out of the 
water. 

Do you know what sandwich belongs 
to which monster? 









Big Bird looked down Sesame Street. Everything was covered with a thick 
layer of white snow. Big Bird sighed. It had been a long winter. He was tired of 
looking at plain white snow. 


So Big Bird walked down to Mr. 
Macintosh’s store and bought six of 
favorite flowers. 


Big Bird 
Brings 
Spring to 
Sesame Street 


“I feel better already,” thought 
Big Bird as he walked back toward 
Sesame Street with his bouquet of six 
beautiful flowers. 



































































































On the way to his nest, Big Bird stopped at the Count’s castle. 

“Ah, Big Bird, what beautiful flowers!” cried the Count. “Let me count them. 
One beautiful flower, two beautiful flowers, three, four, five, six beautiful flowers. 
“Big Bird, I love counting your beautiful flowers.” 
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Big Bird walked down Sesame Street, 
carrying his five flowers. He stopped to 
watch Maria shovel snow from the 
sidewalk in front of the Fix-it Shop. 


“Gee, I didn’t buy the flowers to 
count them,” said Big Bird. “I bought 
them to remind me of spring. Would 
you like to keep this pretty pink daisy? 
You can count all of its petals.” 

“Wonderful!” cried the Count. “One 
pretty petal, two pretty petals...” 




































































































































“Thanks, Bird,” said Oscar. “Grouches 
like flowers that are bent and broken. 
Heh, heh, heh.” He grabbed the purple 
iris and slammed down the lid of the 
trash can. 


Big Bird clutched his last two flowers. 
Then he saw Ernie. 

“Where are you going?” asked Big Bird 
“I’m going to see Betty Lou. She’s sick 
in bed with the flu,” said Ernie. 


Big Bird went into Hooper’s Store to get 
warm. Bert was sadly sipping his Figgy 
Fizz. 

“What’s wrong, Bert?” asked Big Bird. 


I wish I had something to take her to 


cheer her up....” 

“Oh,” said Big Bird, “do you think she 
would like a yellow daffodil?” 

I “Oh, yes! Thank you, Big Bird.” 


“I’ve lost my favorite paper clip in a 
snowdrift,” wailed Bert. 

“Now I’ll have to wait until the snow 
melts to find it.” 






































































































When he got to the lamppost, Big Bird turned around. 

Sesame Street looked different! The plain, white, snow-covered street was 
splashed with bright colors. The flowers Big Bird had given to his friends 
were blooming. Big Bird had brought spring to Sesame Street. 


“Your paper clip will still be there in 
the spring,” said Big Bird. 

Bert looked at Big Bird’s single rose. 

“What are you going to do with that 
beautiful rose?” he asked. 

“Uh, er... I’m going to give it to you, 
Bert.” Big Bird gave Bert his last flower 
and left. 


Empty-handed, Big Bird walked back 
up Sesame Street. He had given away all 
six of his flowers. “Oh, well,” he 
thought. “Soon it will be spring.” 
















































































































































The Magic Trick 




The Amazing Mumford waved 
his wand again. 


Out of his hat came another rabbit. 
How many rabbits are there now? 

1 RABBIT and 1 MORE RABBIT 
make 2 RABBITS. 





The Amazing Mumford waved 
his wand again. 


Out of his hat came another rabbit. 
How many rabbits are there now? 


2 RABBITS and 1 MORE RABBIT 
make 3 RABBITS. 




The Amazing Mumford waved 
his wand once more. 




Out of his hat came one more rabbit. 
How many rabbits are there now? 

3 RABBITS and 1 MORE RABBIT 
make 4 RABBITS. 

































Measure for Measure 




Bert wants to measure his 
birdhouse. What does 
he need? 


some 


— 
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Cookie wants to measure flour to make 
cookies. What does he need? 


The doctor wants to 
measure Betty Lou's 
weight. What does 
she need? 


Grover's mommy wants to measure 
Grover's height. What does she need? 
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Which basket has none 
of the strawberries? 











































































The 

COUNTS 

Number Parade 


Greetings and welcome to 
my fabulous Number Parade! 


It’s beginning! 
That’s one. 

1 baton twirler! 





















































One, two, three, four, five... 


5 wonderful 

upside-down violin players! 
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4 smiling bass-drum 
players! 
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6 whistling 
bananas! 


One, two, 
three, four, 
five, six... 
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three 


four 


One 


two 


five, six, seven... 

7 flute-playing octopuses 
in sneakers! 
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three 


One 


two 


five 


six 


seven 


8 Susannas with 
on their knees! 


ght 


ei 


banj 


os 






















> 3 0 <$ ^ & 


^ Oh, I loved counting that 
'Q parade. And do you know 
what I love counting after 
count parades? 
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I love counting confetti! 
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COMING YOUR WAY! 

Volume 3 

Cookie Monster 
presents 

Getting 
Ready for 
School 
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5 All About Me 

6 Colors and Shapes 
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11 Morning to Night 

12 Just Pretend 
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15 Summer, Fall, Winter, Spring 
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